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Activities for Growth

ÅBased on self-help educational groups

ÅIndependent U3As following common aims

ÅNational affiliation to Third Age Trust

ÅTrustees elected on a regional basis

ÅPolicy and educational support from centre

ÅDevelopment objectives within regions

ÅLocal collaboration in networks

ÅCurrently forming 40 U3As each year



U3A Aims

ÅTo encourageand enable older people no longer in full-
time paid employment to help each other to share their
knowledge,skills,interestsandexperience.

ÅTo demonstratethe benefits and enjoyment to be gained
and the new horizons to be discovered in learning
throughout life.

ÅTo celebratethe capabilitiesand potential of older people
andtheir valueto society.

ÅTomakeU3Asaccessibleto all olderpeople.

ÅTo encouragethe establishmentof U3As in every part of
the country where conditionsare suitableand to support
andcollaboratewith them.





United Kingdom Australia New Zealand

Population in 2001 Census 58789194 18769249 3737280

Over 60 Population 12220554 3159885 604992

Percentage of Total 20.79 16.84 16.19

U3A Members in 2010 248934 66946 10653

Percentage of Over 60 Population 2.04 2.12 1.76

Number of U3As 774 228 65

Median Number of Members(a) 217 200 140

Average Number of Members(b) 322 342 172

(a) Median for UK in 2008 is given
(b) Ignoring  32 Australian U3As and 3 New Zealand U3As with no available 
membership data on website

Comparison of Data Across Three Countries in 2010





Mole Valley No. Affiliation Date Websites
Ashtead U3A 575 28/01/2007 http://www.ashteadu3a.org.uk/
Bookham 446 18/4/1994 http://www.bookhamu3a.org.uk/
Dorking U3A 506 11/11/1991 http://www.dorkingu3a.org.uk/index.html
Fetcham U3A 550 3/2/2002 http://www.fetchamu3a.org.uk/
Leatherhead U3A353 25/5/1998 http://www.leatherheadu3a.freeuk.com/

http://u3asites.org.uk/surreyu3anetwork/

MVDC Population 80287
Population over 60 19695
Proportion over 60 24.5%
U3A Members 2430
Proportion of over 60 12.3%

http://www.ashteadu3a.org.uk/
http://www.bookhamu3a.org.uk/
http://www.dorkingu3a.org.uk/index.html
http://www.fetchamu3a.org.uk/
http://www.leatherheadu3a.freeuk.com/
http://u3asites.org.uk/surreyu3anetwork/


Range of topics studied
by U3As in Surrey

Nationally a very similar wide choice of topics is 
available. There are also numerous links with major 
museums; these are research activities known as 

Shared Learning Projects



Most Popular Interest Groups

ÅArt Appreciation

ÅBridge

ÅCurrent Affairs

ÅFamily History

ÅGardening

ÅHistory

ÅLiterature

ÅMusic Appreciation

ÅPainting

ÅPoetry

ÅScrabble

ÅWalking



More Specialised Interest Groups

ÅArchery

ÅCinema History

ÅFinance

ÅGolf

ÅHandbells

ÅKnitting 

ÅMathematics

ÅMeteorology

ÅMusic Theory

ÅMyths

ÅParenting for Grandparents

ÅSelf Defence



Study Days in 2010
ÅThe Operas of Puccini

ÅGeorgian Britain

ÅThe Caucasus - Old Rivalries & New Opportunities

ÅBritish Naval History from 1066 to 2003

Å2000 Years of London and its People

ÅThe History & Literature of the Anglo-Saxon Period

ÅSome 19th Century Novelists & Their Readers

ÅMusic & Friendship

ÅThe Geology of Britain



Chichester Summer School Courses

Å Cathedral, Canal, Castle & City 

Å Art History of the 20th Century

Å Chichester Harbour

Å Creative Drama Workshop

Å Everyday Psychology

Å Industrial Heritage of South East

Å Introduction to Geology

Å Needlecraft Lace

Å Painting with Watercolour

Å Post-War England - 1944 to 1974

Å Science in Society

Å Three Early Modern Novels

Å Two Great West Sussex Houses

Å Vienna - the City of Music

Å Words, Music & Drama from Opera

Å Living History - Writing Your Life Story  



Exchange Visits with Japan in 2009
& Visits in 2010 to U3A Conferences in 
Chitrakoot, India & San Jose, Costa Rica



Reception for
Japanese Visitors





Return visit to Tokyo by members of three U3As





Padma Vibhusan Nanaji Deshmukh ïFounding Chancellor of the University 

Professor Raj Narain Kapoor ïFounding Vice-Chancellor of the University

& Founder of the Indian Society of U3As



World U3A Chitrakoot Conference, Madhya Pradesh
Arrived by overnight train at 5am ςbreakfast & registration




